FLOW. Conceived, written and pen‘ormed by Will Power, devel
oped and directed by Danny Hoch: Set by David Ellis; costumes
by Gabnel Berry, lights by Sarah Sidman, musical direction by DJ
Reborn, additional composition by Will Hammond additional
movement by Robert Moses. Performance Space 122,150 First -
Ave at Ninth Street, Manhattan Seen at prewew Monday nlght

By Gordon Cox

_ storytellers
show, a spectrum that
. from an elderly alcoho ic
rhythmic demand for
spare change to a
. proud. schoolteacher
whoe purses her lips
and bats her eyelashes :
dehberately :
sime she lan&s

 portrays. both these,
characters, and sever-

al more, in his electri- |
fyulg one-man show.

. Andin 4 venerable sto-

- rytelling tradition, t}
narrator — a chara :
named Will Power
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the Work presented by the festival, b
coupled with a warmly empow ermg tale abou
_enduring wisdom that will sa

“and who may only be dimly aware that “flow”
“aterm for a rapper S rhymes and rhythms :

‘and ¢ any 1mt1al skept1c1sm about the theatrical
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L bodles in “Flow” are all, like the good-natured-
ly proselytizing grocery bagger and the Ameri-
rll Power it turns ‘out is the least::,

by the marvelou‘ ¥ ar1ed crew ef :

. theatergoers who don’t know Nas from N elly,

ﬁabi]ity of an evening-length rap session will

fade as Power begins to carve out a musically

specific cadence for each of his characters. The
actor also uses his leanly limber body to match

,ﬂounshes of stylized choreography with some

very grounded and keenly observed physical

charactemzatlon

The seven main characters that Power em-

can Indian tour guide, storytellers in their own

o Way, chosen by a serpentine-shouldered old
‘man to use their gifts to revitalize and pass on
“ancient truths. It's all, thankfully, a lot less
self-consciously earnest than it sounds.

‘Director and collaborator Danny Hoch, who

,made ‘his name with similarly populous solo
: ‘shows such as “Ja.lls Hospitals & Hip-Hop,”

wisely keeps his stag-
ing simple and focused
‘on his = performer’s
transformational pow-
ers. The proceedings
- are backed, too, by the
- agile DJ Reborn,
whose integral contri--
‘butions: include cine-
“matic  snippets of
. score, a few snatches
..of pre-recorded dia-
logue, and a multifari-
~ous range of beats
. (composed by Power
and Will Hammond).
- ‘Reborn spins in full
. view, perched on a
raised ledge that, in
the scenic design by
David Ellis, looks like
a fire escape, and the
art on-the back wall
has the appealing feel
of a city mural. Other
components of Ellis’
busy set are less suc-
cessful: There’s a
high maintenance cir-

ak : s that while ﬁ;mny and
tru ura]ly useful don’t have the same con-
i




